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irst officis 'Ihnnhgwmg to Abraham

_Tl:lurﬁda}fufﬂnmhﬁrassuch back in
€ “indicate that George Washington proclaimed a
Ni anksgiving on October 3, 1789, It was in honor of the
new Cunstmlhnn and was celebrated November 1799 and forgotten until

Lincoln’s proclamation 74 years later!

The original Thanksgiving Day, of course, grew out of the gratitude of
the Pilgrim Fathers for God’s provision for them in the new land. They were
grateful for their new freedom, new home, and a harvest to sustain them
through the winter.

Thanksgiving is a profound reminder of why we should be thankful and
to “stop and reflect on why you and [ are thankful today.” America is free
because of the men and women who defend it everyday, on a foreign soil

or on the streets of Phoenix. Men and women who “walk the point™ against
any evil that might want to harm us.

Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life.
1t turns what we have info enough, and more, It turns denial into
acceptance, chaos to order. confusion to clarity. It can turn a meal into a

feast, a house into a home, a stranger into a friend. Gratitude makes sense
of our past, brings peace for today. and creates a vision for tomorrow.

Melody Beattie




NICK’S TRIBUTE

By Mrs. Julie Erfle

I have had the privilege of
knowing Mick moat of my lfe.
We grew up in the same small
community, attended the same
simall school, and the zame
small church, My first memo-
ries of Mick revolve around oor
weekly Sunday school classes
when | would be blessed with
the gsounds of him and his best
friend Derian ginging the al-
phabet in a single burp. 1 think
my mom may have even been
our Sumday school teacher.
She likes to tell me the story
about how she narrowly saved
the church from fire after find-
LT Mick and Darian near the
altar lighting every Hail Mary
candle in sight.

But 1 never really “knew"™
Mick until seventeen vears ago
when T just happened to sit by
I'J'li.!. urrl:k!", xnul.‘lralﬂ.‘]-r ki wiv a
high school Geometry class, 1
wsn't exactly head over heels

af this point, in fact, be kind of annoyed me. But within weeks,
I could tell he had set his sights on me, as he frequently comple-
menfed me on my B0 hairstyle, telling me how muoch be loved

I find my courage now in the
strengths [ pained during our
winters, It was during this
time that 1 saw Wick for the
man he truly was, the one
stripped of his health but not
of his heroisme. I saw his de-
termination; lived his fight. A=
scared as he was, Mick knew
with absolute certainty that
he would live to see brighter
days. He knew one day he
wiould again speed down the
strests of Phoenix in his patrol
car, wrestle with his bovs, and
bold his wife. He knew that
a5 surTe a8 winter was long and
cold, 0 too would spring be
full of new beginnings and the
beauty of life.

More than any other time, 1
will cherish our last spring to-
gether. .. the last few months
of life lived to it fullest. of
giving thanks for the chance
to rediscover each other and

our children and for the smallest acte of just "being.”
I do not mourn for Mick's life becavze how he lived his life,
not how be died, was what made him a hero. He lived withoot

ey Frizzy locks of red, and | found mysell mesmerized by hig apology, with complete comfort in his sense of self, and with an
beautiful permed mullet. undeniable love for his family. Mo, I do oot mourn for his kfe, T

Yeq, Mick was a charmer, even hack
then, and though 1 was once offended
by his candid personality, before bong,
I found thig boy incredibly irresistible,
Throughout our life ogether, [ would
enjoy watching this dual personality
in action. [ marveled at how easily
Nick could insult and complement
somenne all a1 the sarme twoe, and
how much be LOVED to get a rise oul
af hig closest frends, and how teped.
ibly unabashed he was abowt speaking
his mind, [t is that sense of humor,
that infuriating yet lovable combina-
tion, that | will miss et of all,

We experienced many seasons
together throughout our 12 years
of marriage,..the spring tmes of
passionate  lovers, the summers
of comfortable friends, the au-
g of old routines, and the win-
ters of illness and pain, Though 1
cherish the springs and summers,

mepurn fior my own. .. for my own loss
of a part of myself, for all the ways in
which 1 will miss him, and his touch,
and his smell, and his beautiful, bea-
tiful smile. But mestly, I moumn for
all the memories our sons never had
the chance to make, and for the father
with whom they had such little time.

I like to imagine Nick as the angel
who keeps the rest of the angels in
line... as the son who finally has the
chance to crack jokes with his own
father and once apgain feel the warm
embrace of hiz mother. 1 know he 18
loving us from afar, and | am =0 very
thankful that I had the chance to share
his life and create twoe new beaotiful
Lives with him. May vou rest in peace
my beloved and may your spirt live
on in every life vou touched.



T Am The Man

1 have been wheve you fear fo
[ bave seen what you fear fo see
T hatde done what vow fear o do
ALl these Things T hake done for you
T

din The than 40w LLan upon
e wian yow Cast [om 30 tpon
The man oo tring your froubles 1o
Al these men T been fov yan

The moh you ook 1o stand apart
The man vou feel showld hae no heard
The man yow eall the man In Plise

Bt U just o man just ke you

And through Hhe years T Come 1o s
That T om nob whist tou gsk of me

30 takl this badge. take this qun

Wil (ou take 47 - 440 antjone 7

ﬁ-m‘g wWhEn 404 Watch o Pecson die
And By o batverid baby cry
Then 60 Wiy think that you gan be
AE Thse thinds uot ask of me?
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Dillards )
For All Your Holiday Shopping
Go To PLEA & Dillard’s Holiday Discount Days for

Active PLEA Members in Apprecml‘mn fﬂr Your Out-
standing Service in our Community

WHO: Special discounts for Active PLEA Members, their spouses and any dependent
living in same household

WHAT:  20% discount on merchandise; 10% discount on appliances and furniture

WHERE: All Dillard’s Department Stores

WHEN:  Wednesday, December 5th and Thursday, December 6th, 2007

HOW: Pay with cash, Dillard’s charge card or other major credit cards; save your receipts
‘and submit ther to the Customer Service Deparument along with your PLEA

Limited quantities available in some cases!

Cell Phones (Verizon Svc. Required)
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