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Message from Chief Jack Harris 

I have been informed that the Mayor and City Council have decided to present me 

with a "5 th Star" at today's Formal Council meeting. While this comes as a surprise, I 
am greatly honored to receive this distinction on behalf of all the men and women of 
the Phoenix Police Department as a testimony to your professionalism, hard work and 
effort. Since it is a tradition for Police Chiefs across this state and the country to 
only wear four stars, I will continue to wear four stars as your Police Chief and Public 
Safety Manager. However, I will accept today"s award on behalf of the department 
as a gesture of thanks for the tremendous support we receive from the Mayor and 
City Council. 

\ 
I 

Sincerely, 
Jack F. Harris 
Public Safety Manager 

A bit of history about the Five Star Rank: 

The five star general rank was created in the midst of World War II to address the fact that several American
 
commanders found themselves in the delicate position of supervising Allied officers of higher rank. Initially, the
 
new rank was to be called Field Marshal, after the British military, but this was nixed due to stern (and quite
 
understandable) objections from General George C. Marshall.
 

When General of the Army Omar N. Bradley died in April of 1981, the five star ranking was consigned to history.
 
In all, four Army generals, four Navy admirals, and one Air Force general have held this rank. The Army's five
 
star generals were General George C. Marshall, General Douglas MacArthur, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, and
 
General Omar N. Bradley. The Navy's five-star fleet admirals were Admiral William D. Leahy, Admiral Ernest J.
 
King, Admiral Chester Nimitz, and Admiral William F. "Bull" Halsey. And General Henry Arnold was the Air
 
Force's five star general.
 

Who beats a five star general? A General of the Armies of the United States -- the highest military rank of all
 
time. To date, only George Washington and John J. Pershing have held this position.
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